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Penn State's Mission and Public Character

Mission

Penn State is a multicampus public research university that educates students from Pennsylvania, the
nation and the world, and improves the well being and health of individuals and communities through
integrated programs of teaching, research, and service.

Our instructional mission includes undergraduate, graduate, professional, and continuing education
offered through both resident instruction and online delivery. Our educational programs are enriched
by the cutting edge knowledge, diversity, and creativity of our faculty, students, and staff,

Our research, scholarship, and creative activity promote human and economic development, global
understanding, and progress in professional practice through the expansion of knowledge and its
applications in the natural and applied sciences, social sciences, arts, humanities, and the
professions.

As Pennsylvania's land-grant university, we provide unparalleled access and public service to support
the citizens of the Commonwealth. We engage in collaborative activities with industrial, educational,
and agricultural partners here and abroad to generate, disseminate, integrate, and apply knowledge
that is valuable to society.

Public Character

Penn State, founded in 1855 as an agriculturalcollege, admitted its first class in 1859. The
Pennsylvania legislature designated Penn State as the Commonwealth's sole land-grant institution in
1863, which eventually broadened the University's mission to include teaching, research, and public
service in many academic disciplines. Penn State has awarded more than a half-million degrees, and
has been Pennsylvania's largest source of baccalaureate degrees at least since the 1930s. Although
the University is privately chartered by the Commonwealth, it was from the outset considered an
"instrumentality of the state," that is, it carries out many of the functions of a public institution and
promotes the general welfare of the citizenry. The Governor and other representatives of the
Commonwealth have held seats on Penn State6€rMs Board of Trustees since the University's
founding, and the legislature has made regular appropriations in support of the University's mission
since 1887.

Today Penn State is one of four "state-related" universities (along with the University of Pittsburgh,
Temple University, and Lincoln University), institutions that are not state-owned and -operated but that
have the character of public universities and receive substantial state appropriations. With its
administrative and research hub at the University Park campus, Penn State has 23 additional locations
across Pennsylvania. While some of these locations, such as the Penn State Milton S. Hershey
Medical Center, have specialized academic roles, they all adhere to a common overall mission and set
of core values and strategic goals.
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Messqge from the

Direclor of Athletics

Greetings!

The pages within have been drafted to provide all of us a tangible, working snapshot of what Penn State

lntercollegiate Athletics wants and expects to be. Success with Honor is a daily, active goal, not an end result,

and achieving that goal is defined not solely by how much you win, but moreover how you win.

Penn State Athletics - inclusive of our 29 varsity programs as well as the club, intramural and general fitness
programs - has for many years done a solid job at many of the goals laid out herein, and we will continue

working tirelessly at maintaining ihe role of leader in those areas. ln others, we have recognized the need to

establish and develop concrete plans that will set us on a track of building excellence in the ever-evolving arena

of Division I athletics.

Our plans for the continued pursuit of Success with Honor largely reflect what our Penn State teams face when

stepping into competition - disciplined preparation, understanding roles, studying what we are up against,

effectively communicating and competing fiercely and fairly.

Our commitment begins with making sure that Penn State student-athletes and all students receive the finest

educational and athletic/recreational experience during their time here. All other activity flows from that mission.

We're honored to serve and represent Penn State University in such a meaningfulway.

For the Glory,

-;e,--
Timothy M. Curley

Director of Athletics
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OUR PURPOSE
Consistent with the institutional mission of The Pennsylvania State University, lntercollegiate

Athletics strives for excellence by offering all students model programs to develop meaningful

standards of scholarship, athletic performance, leadership, community service, ethics and

sportsmanship within the institution's educational and socialenvironments. lntercollegiate

Athletics is committed to creating a climate for students and staff that reflects diverse values and

needs; fosters an appreciation of a multicultural human society; assures equal access to

opportunities without regard to personal characteristics or ability, and seeks greater involvement

with an increasingly interdependent world.

ouR vlsroN
fhe vision of lntercollegiate Athletics is to maintain a broad-based program the equal of any in

the nation; to field teams that compete at the highest levels of national and conference play; to

encourage individual excellence and the esteem that follows; to achieve the most favorable grad-

uation rate possible for student-athletes; to aid in the social preparation of young people for the

diverse world they are about to enter;to create an awareness of public service and the impor-

tance of participation in community outreach; to provide recreationalfacilities and opportunities

to address every interest area, and to entertain the University student body and staff, alumni and

fans with a consistently high level of competition that does not compromise the integrity which

has characterized the Penn State program from its inception,

OUR CORE VATUES
lnregrify
Honor

Respecf

Trodition
Fomily

Core values reflect those principles that serve as the measure of success - regardless of the

outcome on the field.

Core values define who we are, not how we did.

Core values are those attributes that, whether experiencing the highest high or the lowest loq
will not be compromised or abandoned.
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